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Faces of migration: people move for many interconnected reasons 

– Insights from Groundswell report 

• Economic

• Social

• Political

• Environmental
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Climate change is emerging as a potent driver of mobility



The world is still headed for at least 3 degrees of warming by 2100

UNEP 2020 Emissions Gap Report 

“Recent changes in the climate are widespread, rapid, and 

intensifying, and unprecedented in thousands of years.

Unless there are immediate, rapid, and large-scale reductions in 

greenhouse gas emissions, limiting warming to 1.5°C will be 

beyond reach.” IPCC AR6

https://www.unep.org/emissions-gap-report-2020
https://www.ipcc.ch/assessment-report/ar6/


Climate change will drive internal migration to 2050 across six regions

The poorest and most vulnerable areas will be hit the hardest, threatening development gains



The window to act is still open – but not for long… 

The future scale, trend, and 
spatial patterns of internal 
climate migration will depend 
on our collective climate and 
development action now in 
this pivotal decade 

Action is needed in 4 key 
areas at the intersection of 
climate, migration and 
development



WHO
migrates due to 

water shocks?

2 WHAT are the impacts?

WHERE do they occur?

3WHY
do water shocks 

impact migration?
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7World Bank Group | Water in the Shadow of Conflict: Water, forced displacement and conflict in the Middle East and North Africa

Volume 2: MENA focused: The region is experiencing the highest 
levels of forced displacement in the world with millions facing 
water insecurity.

7.2 million 
refugees

12.4 million 
internally displaced 

people (IDPs) fleeing 

armed conflict

2.7 million
hosted in MENA region
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Countries in the region increasingly contend with policy issues 
at the nexus of water, conflict and forced displacement.

Key questions to examine the interplay of water, conflict and forced displacement in the Middle East 

and North Africa.

Why and in what 

context does water 

contribute to conflict 

and forced 

displacement?

Water as a 

driver of 

conflict and 

cooperation
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Why and in what 

context does 

conflict contribute 

to water 

insecurity?

Water as a 

casualty of 

conflict

• Where do

the forcibly 

displaced live?

• What water risks 

do they face?

Water as a 

source of 

vulnerability
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While media reports and some research suggest 
that there is a direct link between water, conflict 
and forced displacement, the evidence suggests 
caution in invoking causal relationships. 
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Water is increasingly a casualty and weapon of conflict. 

Syria

Instances of water infrastructure 

targeting in MENA, 2011-2018

457
water supply and 

sanitation assets 

have been

damaged,

including

2/3rds
of the country’s

water treatment

plants and half of its

pumping stations. 
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Water is among the main factors determining the 
vulnerabilities of those who are forcibly displaced.

Camps

Cities and informal
settlements
in country
of origin

Cities and informal
settlements in

country of
arrival
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In spite of the 
challenges, water 
provides an opportunity 
to build resilience.
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Policymakers will likely face trade-offs between short-term, 
uncoordinated measures to respond to immediate water needs 
and long-term measures needed to address structural water 
sector issues.

Prevention 

and precrisis 

coordination 

and planning

Responding to 

protracted forced 

displacement

Preparing 

for recovery 

and return

3 decision points at which-specific trade- offs shape which paths are taken:

1
2
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Thank You

Anders Jagerskog
Program Manager, CIWA and 
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