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Reception in Belgium 

Federal Agency for the reception of asylum seekers 

 



Reception in Belgium 

 Fedasil: core business 

4 Reception of asylum seekers 

4 Reception policy 

4 Voluntary return 

4 Unaccompanied minors 

4 Integration of the centres in their neighborhood 

4 European Refugee Fund 



Reception in Belgium 

 Fedasil: key figures 

4 Agency formed in May 2002 

4 1.200 coworkers 

4 Expenditure in 2012 = 370 Mi ú 

4 23.800 reception places 

 

 



Reception in Belgium 

 Reception in three steps 

4 First step: stay in collective reception center 

 (during 4 months) 

4  Second step: stay in individual reception 

 facilities 

4  New third step: stay in a reception center 

 for voluntary return (during 30 days) 



Reception in Belgium 

 Collective reception centers 



Reception in Belgium 

 48 reception centers: localisation in Belgium 

 



Reception in Belgium 

 Individual reception facilities  

Initiatives of Public Social 

Welfare services 



Reception in Belgium 

 Each operatorôs contribution to the total reception capacity 

Local reception initiatives  

(individual housing) 

Federal centres (Fedasil) 

Red cross Belgium 

NGO (individual housing) 

Other centres 



Reception in Belgium 

 Reception centres: a mixed population 

* Citizens of Russia, Turkey and countries of Caucasus are  

   included in 'Europe' 

Reception centres population  

Adults in family 

Minors in family 
(accompanied) 

Isolated women 

Isolated men 

Unaccompanied 

 minors 

Continental origin of the residents  

Europe * 50% 

Africa 28% 

Asia 21% 

Stateless and undetermined 
1% 



Reception in Belgium 

 Reception centres  

4 material help: basic needs (food and shelter) 

4 providing assistance 

4 daily occupation / school 

 

 

 



Reception in Belgium 

 Reception centres: providing assistance 

Medical  

assistance 

Psychological  

assistance 

Legal 

assistance 
Social  

assistance 



Reception in Belgium 

 individual housing 

4 Furnished private 

  lodging 

4Material help 

4Providing assistance 

 



Reception in Belgium 

 Minors: a three-step reception 

1. Observation and orientation centre 

(OOC) 

2. Asylum seeker: collective 

structure (Fedasil) 

 

No asylum seeker: fitted reception 

(reception structure for minors, 

foster home, etc.) 

3. Individual housing 



Reception in Belgium 

 Voluntary return 

4What? 

        Ĕ material support 

Ĕ reintegration programme: assistance in  the 

country of origin 

4 Who? 

Ĕ Asylum seekers 

Ĕ Asylum seekers who have been turned down 

Ĕ Illegal immigrants who have never applied 

for asylum 

 

 



Reception in Belgium 
Voluntary return: key figures 
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The reception crisis 


